Report on MIE2005 

Dr Peter Murray

The Medical Informatics Europe conference for 2005 (MIE2005), the 19th International Congress of the European Federation for Medical Informatics, was held at the Uni-Mail Building of the University of Geneva in Geneva, Switzerland, on August 28-31, 2005.With the title/theme 'Connecting Medical Informatics and Bioinformatics', the event was organised by the Swiss Society of Medical Informatics on behalf of the European Federation for Medical Informatics (EFMI – www.efmi.org )

Much of this report is taken from the MIE2005 blog reports, developed by myself and Karl Øyri, and uploaded at frequent intervals during the event, thanks to the wireless network available at the event, which generally worked very well (if a little overloaded at times) and was not dependent on specific browsers. The blog is at www.deltadigital.no/s9y/  and contains several reports of paper sessions, keynotes, meetings, the social programme, and is illustrated by photographs taken by Karl and myself. A few other contributors have also added comments to the blog.

There seems to be an ever-increasing number of additional meetings around such events. Among those held were the EFMI Board and Council meetings, the IMIA (International Medical Informatics Association – www.imia.org) Board and General Assembly meetings, and the IMIA-NI (Nursing Informatics – www.imia.org/ni/index.html) General Assembly meeting. In addition, the mix of people present allowed for many formal and ad hoc meetings of various IMIA and EFMI groups and sub-groups, the IMIA Yearbook editorial board, medinfo2007 organisers – the list goes on.

The event attracted approx. 550 attendees, had the usual opening ceremonies, welcome reception, conference dinner (a dinner cruise on the lake), and managed to include lunches and morning/afternoon refreshment breaks in the delegate costs. There was only a small number of  exhibitors, but quite a large scientific poster display. Sessions with refereed papers had variable attendances, although the idea of squeezing in, or filling up, sessions with short, 5-minute presentations from some of the poster presenters meant a very tight schedule that sometimes worked and sometimes didn't. Technical support for very good, and each room had a technician to assist with any problems, and to help with time-keeping, although in general, session chairs did a good job of this.

The opening keynote address was given by Nancy Lorenzi, IMIA President, and was titled 'Transforming Health Care and Research through Biomedical Informatics: Cornerstones for Change'. She was followed by Jean-Claude Healy, formerly of the European Commission and now a Director at WHO in Geneva. He talked on 'eHealth: from basic research to action and vice versa'. Both presentations were interesting and well-received. The official opening was followed by a welcome reception. In other keynotes, Professor Bairoch presented the SwissProt and PROSITE proteomics databases at the EXPASY (www.expasy.org) proteomics server. Among issues he focused on were what he called the "diseasome", the "allergome", the "venome" and the "infectome". The lecture gave a very interesting overview of the enormous knowledge bases available, how they grow continuously, and what they still are missing. 

Wednesday's closing keynote was from Ilias Iakovidis, Deputy Head of Unit - ICT for Health, in DG Information Society of the European Commission, on the theme 'Biomedical informatics: one discipline? EU activities in ICT for health'. Again, a lengthy report on Ilias's talk is on the MIE2005 blog – but his highlights were around:
	the work of his unit had always been ICT for citizen-centred care, despite changes in title and specific focus;

future work that the EU might consider funding includes the possibility of devices to replace degraded functionality as wearable or implantable systems;
Ilias' grand challenge is for the development of a virtual (digital) physiological human – a computational framework for multiscale models of human physiology (in silico) and a toolbox for simulation;
the way research is structured today, many of the things Ilias wants to see will not happen - as there is a lack of multidisciplinarity in both research and education. Biomedical informatics education is crucial and it needs to change to be more multi-disciplinary. Ilias recognises the need for applied research, but also calls for new ideas and new thinkers and people looking at working in new ways, and especially being multi-disciplinary. He sees 'biomedical informatics' as an inclusive term, not replacing any existing fields or terms.

Due to the plethora of meetings (planned and unplanned) I was involved with, and the sessions I was involved in presenting at, I did not get to too many other sessions. Among the sessions I presented at were:
	a track keynote paper, 'Developing online communities with LAMP (Linux, Apache, MySQL, PHP) – the IMIA OSNI and CHIRAD experiences', co-authored with Karl Øyri. I'm not sure exactly how many we had in the audience, but the lecture theatre was full to overflowing, and I stopped counting at 130. (the paper and presentation will be made available on the OSNI website – www.osni.info)

a workshop for IMIA Academic Members, which I chaired and which was facilitated by CHIRAD (www.chirad.org) on behalf of IMIA. This was well-attended for a Monday evening, with approx. 25 people in total. Some of the IMIA Academic members presented their own views on why they felt membership was of benefit, including networking, visibility, and being part of a wider academic community. In discussion of what IMIA should offer for its Academic members, a number of suggestions were discussed. A report on the workshop is to be widely circulated among members, views invited, and finally a report with recommendations sent to the IMIA Board.
a workshop titled 'Education - describing the building blocks of health informatics as a discipline' was organised by members of CHIRAD (Centre for Health Informatics Research and Development – www.chirad.org), based in part in exploring some of the first outputs of the 'Education Steps' meeting held in Otley, UK, in March. Participants in the workshop were from: Czech Republic, Lithuania, Norway, Switzerland, UK, Sweden, Denmark and Russia. 
	a workshop on exploring European dimensions of FLOSS and the possibility of an EFMI Working Group. Eleven participants took part in the workshop. I introduced some of the existing groups (IMIA OSWG and IMIA-NI Open Source Nursing Informatics WG, OSNI. Graham Wright introduced some of the results from the Marwell Open Steps Meeting and the medinfo2004 follow-on meeting. After setting this context, we had some discussion of whether there is a need for an EFMI FLOSS WG. A proposal has been submitted to the EFMI Council to form a EFMI FLOSS WG, but for this WG to become a reality, potential members willing to contribute and commit themselves have to be identified. In addition, as part of the workshop, Colin Smith (formerly NHS (UK) and now engaged with the OpenVista project), presented some background on VistA and OpenVista, and some possible ideas for European collaboration. A report on Colin's talk is on the MIE2005 blog.

Some news highlights from some of the meetings:
	one of the major discussion items at the IMIA-NI General Assembly were the IMIA-NI Strategy document and changes to the bylaws around the election of Chair and new Vice Chair positions. It is hoped that a final version of the changes can go to the IMIA General Assembly in 2006 for approval.
	Jean Yan, Chief Scientist, Nursing and Midwifery, at WHO (World Health Organisation) gave a presentation on 'The Global Health Arena from the Nursing and Midwifery Perspectives' at the end of the IMIA-NI General Assembly. She described some background material on WHO approaches to health and differences in burden of disease between different countries, especially between developed and developing countries. She outlined Millennium Development Goals (1990-2015) relating to health, specifically in relation to reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. She highlighted the slow progress towards meeting these goals in many parts of the world.
	Iceland is the newest EFMI member; applications for membership from Russia and Turkey have been presented; John Mantas from Greece was elected as the new EFMI Secretary. The next EFMI Special Topic Conference will be in Timisoara, Romania on April 6-8 2006; its topic will be 'Integrating biomedical information: from e-cell to e-patient' and further information is on the website at medinfo.umft.ro/stc2006/
	The 2005 IMIA (www.imia.org) General Assembly (GA) meeting was attended by over 50 Board members and representatives of countries, institutional members (academic and institutional), Working Groups, etc. Nancy Lorenzi, IMIA President reported that two recognition awards had been made during the year, to Jochen Mohr of Canada and to Branko Cesnik, from Australia.After the business meeting this morning, much of the afternoon will be taken up with discussions around the IMIA Strategic Plan, which is aiming to look at what IMIA should be like in 10 years' time, and how it should work towards achieving those aims.


The FLOSS (free/libre and open source) tutorial, which I was unable to participate in due to meetings, attracted a total of nine people, including the presenters. Karl Øyri reported that Alric O'Connor covered some basic FLOSS stuff, and various applications were demonstrated. Ruslan David demonstrated the use of Mambo CMS, the platform for the EFMI Web Portal. Helma Van Der Linden, one of the participants demonstrated one of her own projects. She has developed the FLOSS application available at PropeR (proper.unimaas.nl/daisy/Proper/102); it is based on Open EMed and Cocoon.

MIE2006 will be held at the MECC Congress Centre in Maastricht, The Netherlands on 27-30 August, 2006. The theme will be 'Ubiquity: technologies for better health in ageing societies', and full information will be on the conference website at www.mie2006.org The social programme, we are promised, will include a Welcome Reception in The Netherlands and a Farewell Dinner in Belgium!
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